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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS

Welcome to Norlights Montessoriskole Stavanger, NMS

You are now reading our parenting manual that contains necessary information about Maria Montessori,
the pedagogy, the school, and SFO.

We are looking forward to a new school year and welcome you all warmly. The summer vacation is
already over, and new students will find their place at school, and make new friendships. Together we
will all learn a lot!

The interaction between friendship, social learning, and everything we will learn in the various subjects,
is what makes the school both exciting and delightful.

Together we hope that children and adults will make this a great school year for all our students and
parents/guardians.

Here's a call for all adults: be interested, care, ask lots, and come to school to observe. You are most
welcome!

MONTESSORI PEDAGOGY

The Montessori pedagogy was developed in the early 1900s
by the Italian pediatrician Maria Montessori and has long
been established in many countries. Montessori's basic idea
was to take the children seriously. The child is an individual
who has a real role in society. The child must be respected
and learn to respect his/her world; nature, the environment
around it, other people. A distinctive feature of a
Montessori school or kindergarten is the tranquility that
characterizes the work.

Maria Montessori studied the children's developmental
stages and identified different steps in the development of
each child. The tempo and intensity of this development
vary from child to child, but all children have periods where
they are more sensitive; with an almost absorbent way of
learning. They have phases where they are particularly
receptive to some subjects, such as language.

In these periods, each child should get the possibility to choose to gain knowledge. Just then, the
teaching of that subject should be central. Education must be set up individually and be based on the
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child's development pattern and own initiative. The teacher has the role of a supervisor and inspirer, not
an orator at the blackboard all of the time.

At the same time, the groups in a Montessori classroom are mixed by age. This gives room for individual
development steps, where the oldest are examples for those younger and take lessons with them.
Students teach younger students – this provides the necessary repetitions.

Every child should have a deep belief in her/himself. That is why the teacher develops a plan for and in
collaboration with each student, so that individual development builds up self-esteem. There is no
competition or measurement against others. Each student gets the follow-up needed without this
causing others in the class to slow down. Students always have the opportunity to develop in several
fields.

Another vital element in Montessori pedagogy is the overall view of learning. Studying is not divided
into specific subjects. An uninterrupted work session can last up to three hours. Since the day is not split
into regular classes, we allow students to concentrate and immerse themselves. Students are allowed to
work for as long as they wish with a particular area. They cannot drop out of any subjects; all areas are
in the students' plans as an integral part of teaching - like real life, where everything is integrated.

The school will make arrangements for each student to develop her/himself and her/his interests. All
people are unique, and the school should not try to make them alike. Students should leave school with
good self-esteem, good self-image, individuality, and distinctive character. Likewise, they should have
acquired the ability to respect the individual's uniqueness.

Students acquire knowledge outside of school. The school will use this for the benefit of the students.
School and home should have close contact. The parents/guardians must have the opportunity to feel
like part of the school and get to visit/observe in the classroom at any time of the day. The
parents/guardians will be introduced to the Montessori educational practice.

SCHOOL GIVES STUDENTS OPPORTUNITY TO:

- develop creativity

- choose what engages them in the environment

- work uninterrupted and as long as they wish with a task

- come up with solutions and ideas themselves, and be encourage to work independently

- communicate and share their discoveries with others

To create the personal discipline that characterizes children in a Montessori school, a thoroughly
conscious and carefully prepared work is required by the teacher.
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TEACHERS TASK IS HAVING AN OPENMIND TO:

- teach students

- observe the students in a free and open environment

- build the environment through the facilitation of materials

- facilitate the class environment

- participate in the student's life and development within the class environment

- evaluate the students in conversations with the parents/guardians

The Montessori classroom is different from a regular classroom:

- students are doing various activities individually or in groups

- students choose their tasks themselves

- teachers are supervisors and demonstrate material

- students on the floor, on the table and wherever they may like to stay to work with materials such as
pearls, planks, and timelines, in combination with standard textbooks and writing books

- students of different ages who help each other

- students who take responsibility for practical tasks, such as keeping the classroom in order

- social interaction between students because they can collaborate at their discretion and move in the
classroom

In a society where ethnic and religious groups increasingly meet each other in ordinary everyday life,
Montessori philosophy is an essential contribution in developing shared understanding and respect. The
philosophy is that everything in the universe is a vibrant entity. Global thinking involves respect and care
for all life in and around us, all life in interrelation and interaction. Ethical and moral values become
central. They go as a red thread in Maria Montessori's message: "Peace among the People." In her/his
environment, the student enhances her/his ability to concentrate and self-discipline, believe in
her/himself, trust in other people, and respect different cultures, beliefs, and values.

In this way, we form a basis for the child for peace in his/her mind. It is the only way we can create a
world of peaceful coexistence. The ultimate goal for Maria Montessori was world peace. Those who
share her view of children support the development of humility, wisdom, flexibility, and understanding
for other people.
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SCHOOL VISION AND VALUES

NMS shall be a school that provides the best possible start in the development of intellect, emotional
life, and practical and social skills.

We shall be a school that is able to assess every individual student in a holistic way, taking care of all of
the areas of development for each student, both physically and psychologically.

The school shall be a workspace for the development of interdisciplinary thinking, problem solving, and
ethics. This will create ability and desire to apply knowledge in decision-making, which entails that:

● The student, on an individual basis, should be able to reach the full potential within the
academic framework set up by the school.

● The student should acquire sufficient insight into a problem so that decisions will benefit the
individual in a social context.

NMS promotes understanding and respect for multicultural and multilingual environments.

The school shall, at any time seek to integrate the parents/guardians into the students' learning process
through direct inspiration, special education, and via ICT-based solutions.

NMS will specifically ensure that each student shows humility towards the use of knowledge in society.
Students will learn to respect and appreciate their own and other’s professional skills (regardless of
category).

NMS shall at all times be a school that is oriented towards the parents'/guardians' expectations of a
modern school and always appear eager and willing to revise their teaching principles in line with the
Montessori pedagogy seen in our modern time.

The school shall, at any time seek to modernize the Montessori material as expected in a modern and
long-term educational perspective.

NMS is intended to be a school open to all interested parents/guardians, teachers, and politicians, so
that experience and knowledge of teaching at the child's level can be exchanged for the benefit of both
public and private schools.

NMS will not compete with the public schools in Stavanger Municipality; the school is a supplement to
traditional school and an alternative to conventional pedagogy.

Norlights education's vision:

Our holistic education will contribute to making future generations the driving forces of peace and
coexistence.

Norlights education's mission:

- to offer education of high quality to children, within the framework of respect, responsibility,
amazement and reflection.
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COUNCIL AND BODIES AT SCHOOL

Student Council

The council consists of students representing all age groups at the school, and we are wishing for the
same distribution between boys and girls.

PTA (Parent-Teacher Association)

PTA elects its representatives at the first parent meeting. The number of representatives is determined
at this meeting. Information about the PTA can be found on the school website under FAU.

COMMUNICATION AT SCHOOL

THE CONTACT BETWEEN THE GROUP AND THE HOME

Because parents/guardians are not present at school for much time, written communication is used for
daily contact. Parents/guardians should familiarise themselves with the school rules and regulations, the
school's strategy plan for creating a good psychosocial school environment, the regulations for student
leave from school, and other documents found on the school website, some of which are also sent
home at the beginning of the school year.

The weekly plan Important information about excursions, events, conference hours, and other
messages is sent home every week.

School link This is an SMS-system used to communicate faster and more efficiently. It
should be used by parents/guardians to inform the school about student
absence/appointments.

The school can also use the system to send short messages or reminders to all
parents/guardians.

To send an SMS to school you write:

STAMS (space) "the correct code word; either ELV or ADM" (space) "your
message" to 03686.

SMS may look like this: STAMS ELV Per is sick today. Regards Lise.

Code word ELV will reach all employees and administration, code word ADM
will reach the principal and deputy principal.
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By using mobile school SMS, you reach everyone concerned, without anyone
having to carry the message to others.

Logbook The student logs his/her daily work and work plans. A logbook is an essential
tool concerning personal responsibility for the use of time, choosing suitable
challenges, cooperation, balance in the subject area, achieving goals, mapping
interests, and skills. Everything must be written down, and parents/guardians
have the right to follow the students' logging of their work. Presentations of
new material by the teacher are also recorded, and parents/guardians can
request access to these records.

Parent-teacher
conferences

Conferences are arranged twice a year. Notice of this goes out a week in
advance. Changing times should take place among parents/guardians with
quick feedback to the school about the changes. We try to accommodate for
suitable times for families with siblings.
Conference hours outside the set times: Can be agreed with or by the
teachers. Please tell us what you want to talk about when an appointment is
made. This allows us to think through the situation and give a satisfactory
answer. Please note that the time before the day begins is the adults'
scheduling time and therefore, not the time to discuss children.

Written statements These are sent out twice a year from the school (about December and May).
Here we try to outline what the child has done, achieved, and what goals we
want to work towards with each student.

Observations It can be challenging to imagine how daily work happens without being
present in the class. We encourage all parents/guardians to take the time to
come and observe during the school year. Observation is available in the
room where the group is given most of the lessons (not in the gym,
swimming pool or wardrobes) You can have time to talk to the teachers
afterward about what you have seen. Please contact the deputy principal to
arrange an appropriate time.

Parent meetings Twice a year, fall and spring, parent meetings are held. They can be of
different kinds, but have the goal of promoting collaboration between family
and school.
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Planning days
There are six planning days in the school year. Please, check with the school calendar.

School transportation
Some of our students are granted free school transportation. Please, check out the Kolumbus website
for information: https://www.kolumbus.no/skoleskyss/om-skoleskyssordningen

The transportation method is either taxi or a bus pass covering the transport to and from school every
school day. The taxi is not a private taxi, but functions as a small school bus that picks up several
students on the way. Depending on where you live, the taxi might pick up other students going to NMS
or other students going to another school that is on the way.

The bus pass has limited use to twice a day for the 190 school days. If the pass is used outside of school,
it will be empty before the end of the school year.

After School Program (SFO)
After School Program, voluntary care and leisure facilities for children in the 1st to 5th grade in that
needs a stay at the school beyond ordinary teaching time, and corresponding offers for children with
special needs in 1st-7th grade.

Opening hours:

● Monday-Thursday 14.45-16.30

● Friday 12.00-16.30

Prices and payment for After School Program

After School Program Pay for a month per 01.08.2021

One random day Kr 200

Each Friday Kr 800

3 days a week (60%) Kr 1000

5 days a week (100%) Kr 1500

To sign up for After School Program, please contact:

SFO-ansvarlig/ After School
Program responsible

Dag Helge Trodahl 94 08 20 52 sfo@stams.no

https://www.kolumbus.no/skoleskyss/om-skoleskyssordningen
mailto:sfo@stams.no
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Nametags on clothing
We ask that everyone will mark the students' clothes. At the same time, we encourage young people to
participate in this work themselves. Use a waterproof marker or labels. Although our school is relatively
small, large quantities of clothing can soon be left behind. These are collected in boxes in the wardrobe.
It is important that parents/guardians take the time to look at these boxes regularly. The clothes are
sent to clothing collection at the end of October, December, March and June.

FOOD
The students bring their packed lunch every school day. The meal at lunch can help children and young
people to have a balanced and varied diet, which is why it is essential that the parents/guardians guide
the child to a healthy and tasty alternative. If one is aware of what the meal consists of, one can quickly
get more of the nutrients the body needs. The meal should consist of whole grains, fruits, vegetables,
and good protein sources. As a drink with the food, we recommend water.

The students are also free to eat some healthy snacks during the day, when they need more energy to
keep working.

We ask that parents/guardians and students not bring sweets, cakes and the like to school to share
among the students or staff.

Confidentiality
We note that parents/guardians have a duty of confidentiality. Parental contacts, PTA members, and
volunteer assistants are bound by the strict confidentiality of personal information relating to individuals.
This is stipulated in the Education Act and the Administration Act.

Excerpt from § 13 of the Public Administration Act:

"Enhver som utfører tjeneste eller arbeid for et forvaltningsorgan, plikter å hindre at andre får adgang
eller kjennskap til det han i forbindelse med tjeneste eller arbeid får vite om noens personlige forhold."
[Anyone who performs service or works for an executive agency is obliged to prevent others from
gaining access to or knowledge of what he learns about any person's personal information during his
work or service].

Birthday invitations
In consultation with all employees, we have agreed that students will not distribute invitations at school.
This is for no one to feel left out. If a child is to celebrate her/his birthday, the communication must take
place between parents/guardians.
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